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2. J4/00-0355, item 2

PROPOSED REVISION:
This document adds a Substantive Change Not Affecting Existing Programs, explaining what is allowed when a PICTURE character-string ends with the symbol period or the symbol comma.

JUSTIFICATION:
This item was not well defined in COBOL-85, and was therefore subject to different implementations. 

COMPATIBILITY:
The definition in CD 1.8 is upwards compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:
PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:
1. On page 829, D.2 Substantive Changes Not Affecting Existing Programs, add the following as a new item:

"nn) PICTURE clause. When the last symbol of a PICTURE character-string is a period or a comma, it shall immediately be followed by the separator period, optionally preceded by a space."

